Effective Gifted and Talented Provision

The best lessons are constructed to include the following elements:

· Clear learning objectives and outcomes. 

· High-pace questioning to diagnose prior learning and current levels of understanding (or misunderstanding). 

· Activities that give students access to visual, auditory and kinaesthetic stimuli and that provide opportunities for working both inside and outside their preferred learning styles. 

· Problem-solving activities that involve a variety of open and closed questions which allow students to develop higher-order thinking skills and to make progress. 

· Opportunities for fun, games, drama and performance. 

· The chance for students to think for themselves and to work with others. 

· Allowing children to struggle but providing support when appropriate. 

· Appropriate assessment and timely feedback. 

· A creative element, whether through independent thinking or in collaboration with others. 

Key points for lesson planning
· Keep the lesson plan simple; if it is too complex, it will be impossible to deliver. 

· Explain to students what you (and they) are going to do in the lesson and ‘where you are going’, via clear and simple objectives. 

· Ascertain students’ existing knowledge and misunderstandings. 

· Provide opportunity for a variety of activities that will allow students to think for themselves and work with peers. 

· Set high expectations – children want you to want them to succeed. 

· Don’t ask too many questions – get a balance between low-level recall questions and high-level thinking questions. 

· Be ‘the guide at the side’ not the ‘sage on the stage’ – the students should be doing most of the thinking. 

· Give clear, regular and personalised feedback. 

· Make it fun! 

